October 4, 2023

Statement on the introduction of the Transportation for the Future Act, 2023 in Ontario

CUTRIC welcomes the Government of Ontario’s Transportation for the Future Act, 2023, which
was introduced on September 25 by Minister of Infrastructure Kinga Surma. We applaud the
prioritization of transit infrastructure projects as a key pillar of building Ontario’s economy.

Through a partnership with the Ministry of Economic, Development, Job Creation, and Trade,
CUTRIC and the Government of Ontario have put Ontario at the forefront of public transit research
and development. As detailed in our , the $10 million six-year partnership
supported 12 innovation and research projects involving multiple colleges, universities, and
specialized research organizations, as well as manufacturers and equipment suppliers.

The introduction of this bill makes continued partnerships more important than ever towards the
goals of affordable, reliable, and zero-emission transit while creating new jobs and homes for
workers in sustainable industries.

Funding has remained a major issue as transit systems recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.
CUTRIC welcomes new funding tools for municipalities such as the proposed Station Contribution
Fee, that in addition to speeding up the construction of new regional GO Transit stations, could
also improve service reliability through the creation of communities oriented around these future
stations. CUTRIC stands ready to work with its partners to do the necessary planning, design,
and implementation work necessary to bring to life these critically important projects that can
sustainably resolve housing affordability challenges faced by Ontarians.

By allowing the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) to enter into cross-boundary service
agreements, more convenient and unique trips are sure to lead to increased transit ridership. As
ridership continues to recover after a period of time that saw workers move further away from the
downtown core, more creative solutions will be necessary to ensure these trips can be made with
zero emissions. With that said, because these cross-boundary transit trips are more likely to be
long-haul trips far away from TTC service stations, investment in hydrogen fuel cell electric buses
will be necessary to unlock zero emission travel.

Hydrogen fuel cell buses have a number of advantages over battery electric buses that make
them a critical part of future transit fleets across the country including range and energy storage
density, making them perfect for these cross-boundary transit trips that will likely strain the ranges
of existing battery electric buses.

CUTRIC has been working on a project in Ontario that, when fully implemented, will unlock longer
range zero-emission public transit in Mississauga. The MiWay FCEB Pilot Project is one of
Canada’s first to establish a long-term permanent emissions-neutral energy source for transit
systems, making Mississauga a national leader in the adoption of innovative clean technology. In
addition to the creation of many new highly-skilled jobs in Ontario, the project is critical to
addressing the climate emergency declared by council in 2019 and reducing Mississauga’s
corporate emissions — 67% of which are produced by Miway?.

1 Mississauga Climate Change Action Plan 2020, page 69



https://cutric-crituc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Annual-Report-2022-2023-EN.pdf.pdf
https://www.mississauga.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/20144905/City-of-Mississauga-Climate-Change-Action-Plan.pdf

CUTRIC has the experience and knowledge necessary to bring reliable, well-funded, and zero
emission transit to the communities and workforce of the future that the Transportation for the
Future Act, 2023 will bring. CUTRIC looks forward to the opportunity to work with the government
of Ontario towards improving the lives of Ontarians for generations to come.
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