
January 14, 2022

Hon. Todd Smith
Ministry of Energy
10th Floor, 77 Grenville St
Toronto, Ontario
M7A 2C1

Dear Minister Smith,

On behalf of the Canadian Urban Transit Research and Innovation Consortium (CUTRIC), I am writing to urge
the Government of Ontario to move forward expeditiously with a robust hydrogen strategy that lays the
foundation for a cutting-edge and dynamic hydrogen economy across the province with a particular focus on
transit and public mobility heavy-duty applications, which are ready to deploy today.

CUTRIC is a socially responsible non-profit organization that spearheads, designs, and launches technology
and commercialization projects that advance next-generation low carbon mobility and transportation solutions
across Canada. CUTRIC’s members include municipal transit agencies, academic and research institutions,
and transportation technology companies of all sizes, that help support the public transit supply chain. In the
province of Ontario, our members include the Toronto Transit Commission, Miway, Brampton Transit, Burlington
Transit, York Region Transit, Cummins (previously Hydrogenics), Enbridge and more.

In November 2020, your government took an important first step in launching stakeholder consultations on
developing a provincial hydrogen strategy. CUTRIC and its members have eagerly participated in this process
and have worked closely with your officials to provide recommendations to advance hydrogen in Ontario. We
know your government understands the opportunity before the province to harness the clean power of
hydrogen as part of Ontario’s path to a cleaner future and a prosperous economy. This critical first step must be
followed up with bold and decisive action and investment to truly position Ontario as a national and
international leader in the hydrogen economy while unlocking the environmental benefits of hydrogen.

Ontario has no time to waste. Alberta, British Columbia, and the federal government have released their own
hydrogen strategies and supported their plans with significant investments. Our province is fortunate to have an
industry ecosystem, propelled by its local innovation and manufacturing ecosystem, with shovel-ready projects
that can help position Ontario as an immediate leader in clean hydrogen adoption.

Ontario is also home to one of the densest urban agglomerations in Canada, presenting technically and
commercially sound opportunities for early-scale deployment and integration of hydrogen technologies in the
local energy system. However, some market segments that are eagerly eyed by technology and energy
suppliers will require immediate funding support to demonstrate real world function. We need your
government’s financial support to fulfill this potential and to establish Ontario’s leadership in clean energy now,
and in the future.

We urge you and your government to back the upcoming provincial hydrogen strategy with adequate
investment to support industry projects related to hydrogen production, distribution, and end-uses to
demonstrate the feasibility of hydrogen technologies across the value chain. Backing the strategy with funding
will provide industry with the support they need to deliver immediate wins for the province once programs are
up and running.
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Simply put, a well-funded and expansive hydrogen strategy will make the Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan
one of the most effective and innovative platforms for reducing greenhouse (GHG) emissions and building a
cleaner economy. Below, we outline our key recommendations for developing a strategy that will position
Ontario to seize opportunity to become a leader in clean innovation, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and
create jobs in the clean economy:

1. The Ontario Hydrogen Strategy should include significant investments to build Ontario’s hydrogen
economy in the form of provincial funding programs to advance projects and incentives for public transit
and other companies/organizations to pursue hydrogen initiatives. The funding programs should be
simple, predictable, accessible, and stackable to allow stakeholders to implement innovative
commercialization and deployment projects both on the production side and the integration of hydrogen
into Ontario’s energy mix.

2. The strategy should avail financial support to demonstration and integration projects that can
demonstrate the feasibility of hydrogen technology on Ontario’s roads and specifically through public
transit applications. Demonstration projects would alleviate reliability concerns and help spur the
adoption of hydrogen into the energy mix. This would set a foundation for a stable market for the
production of hydrogen at-scale, which would allow hydrogen technologies to achieve price parity with
incumbent energy and mobility solutions.

3. Hydrogen fuel-cell powered public transit should be considered a key pillar of investment. Ontario is
home to several of Canada’s largest transit agencies that are ready to deploy innovative forms of
hydrogen technology in their fleets with government support. We know your government understands the
importance of connecting Ontarians and their communities via public transit, and we cannot understate
the opportunity before us to ensure that Ontario is not only a leader in public transit, but in clean and
innovative public transit. Hydrogen public transit projects should be considered distinct from other
hydrogen vehicle projects because of the larger potential for GHG reductions, the ability to create a
predictable consumption of hydrogen thereby reducing the risk for producers and allowing them to scale.
Hydrogen public transit projects can also create the infrastructure and demonstrate the technology that
will be used for long distance trucking, providing more opportunities to achieve significant GHG
reductions and environmental benefits.

In closing, CUTRIC and its members across the hydrogen value chain believe that Ontario has the potential to
become a national and international leader in hydrogen. Investing in the industry through a series of
well-funded programs will be critical to securing long-term economic and environmental benefits, and will
expedite progress towards targets of the Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan.

If you wish to discuss any aspect of this letter, CUTRIC and its members would be happy to arrange a follow-up
briefing.

Sincerely,

Dr. Josipa Petrunic
President & CEO of the Canadian Urban Transit Research and Innovation Consortium (CUTRIC)
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